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Statement submitted by the Uganda Coalition on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
ESC Rights to the Pre- Sessional Working group of the Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights 
 

1 of December 2014 
 

Speaker: Mr. Christopher Mbazira 
 
Dear Chairperson and Working Group members,  
 
On behalf of the Uganda Coalition on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, allow me to thank the 
Committee for having given us the opportunity to appear before the Committee and present this 
statement. This to us presents a rare opportunity, considering the fact that Uganda had not 
submitted a report since ratifying the Covenant in 1987. 
 

1.  The failure by the Government to submit the Report in a timely manner has denied the Country the 
opportunity to seek guidance from this Committee on how best to realise the rights in the Covenant. 
At a legal regime level, Uganda has not fully guaranteed the wide range of ESCRs as part of the Bill 
of Rights in the 1995 Constitution.  Although traces of some of these rights, such as education, are 
found in parts of the Bill of Rights, the bulk of the elements of the rights are only protected as part 
of the National Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy stipulated as part of the preamble 
of the Constitution.  It is necessary for Uganda to make justiciable all the ESCRs as guaranteed by 
the Covenant in order to discharge its obligations. 

 
2. Generally, the realization of ESCRs has been compromised by the rampant corruption which has 

depreciated the resources at the disposal of the state to realize the various rights as protected. As 
indicated in the Alternative Report of the Coalition, this has affected the enjoyment of such rights as 
health and social security.   

 
3. It is also true that the Government has not adequately involved people in the determination of the 

country’s economic policies which have implications for the enjoyment of the rights. In the Report, 
the example is given of the failure of the state to ensure access to information by citizens, and 
especially local communities, on the natural resources in their areas; in some cases information has 
been withheld. This has been the case especially in the oil rich areas of Western Uganda, where 
people are deprived of land, in some cases without adequate and timely compensation. 
 

4. The Government has also failed to ensure equal access and enjoyment of the rights by all people. 
Such ethnic groups as the Batwa (an indigenous community), IK, Basongora, Banyabindi and Benet 
live on the margins of society, with limited access to economic and social goods and services such as 
education, water and health care. The eviction of the Batwa and the Benet from their forest habitats 
has compromised their livelihood and access to adequate food and and nutrition and other social 
and economic benefits of the forest. 

 
5. The right to work and related labour rights have been compromised by the failure of the state to 

ensure that the country has minimum wage commensurate with the current cost of living. Yet, the 
Government has also failed to ensure favourable conditions of work by for instance putting in place 
an effective institutional machinery to protect workers. The various districts lack labour officers, yet, 
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the Industrial Court, which should handle labour disputes does not have the capacity to dispose of 
disputes in a timely manner due to lack of resources and capacity. 

 
6. The country does not have a comprehensive social security and social assistance programme, 

especially for persons in the informal sector. Yet, the public pension scheme has been 
mismanagement by abuse of funds and administrative hitches that make it hard to access pension 
funds in a timely manner. 

 
7. As regards family rights, one of the biggest shortfalls is the failure of Government to effectively 

execute the policies that protect vulnerable children.  An example of a class of such children is the 
street children, estimated to total 10,000. 
 

8. Lack of security of tenure to land, especially for the urban poor and the rampant forced evictions 
which do not follow due process of law, including in places such as Kampala the capital city, has 
compromised enjoyment of the right to housing. Enjoyment of the right to food and nutrition is 
compromised by the inadequate budgetary allocations to the Agricultural Sector, especially affecting 
small food producers. There are also regional disparities in access to clean and safe water and 
sanitation with only 65 percent of the population having access to these. 

 
9. The Health Sector is characterized by infrastructural and staff inadequacies, especially in the rural 

areas and the maternal mortality rates remain unacceptably high at 438 per 1000 live births. Mental 
health care is also poor, with a ratio of one psychiatrist to two million people and one psychiatric 
clinical officer to 500,000 patients. 

 
10. The right to culture has also not fully been realised, affected most especially by the inadequate 

budgetary allocation at only 0.03% of the national budget. Yet, activities that would for instance 
promote culture among children such as musical festivals in schools have not been promoted. Also, 
historical monuments have not been adequately protected. A case in point is Captain Lugard’s Fort 
on the old Kampala hill which was replaced by the Gaddafi Mosque. 

 
11. For the above reasons, we request the Committee to ask the State to provide information on the 

above issues and clarifies on the action it has adopted to reverse the violations highlighted above 
and to prevent further violations of similar nature. We also ask the Working Group to allow us 
provide further information on the violations above.  

 
Thank you. 
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