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Madame Chair: 

 

FIAN supports this set of rights and would like to highlight several remarks: 

 

First, we support the inclusion of Article 20 on the right to a safe, clean and healthy 

environment. As pointed out by John H. Knox,   the Independent Expert on the issue of 

human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment, in the 2012 preliminary Report : «  all human rights are vulnerable to 

environmental degradation, in that the full enjoyment of all human rights depends on a 

supportive environment» (para. 19). Therefore, we further advocate for the enforcement of 

an appropriate and mandatory system of inspection in the workplace, prior to workers’ 

exposition to hazardous substances. 

  

Reports from the ILO and WHO have shown the use of pesticides causes some 70,000 

poisoning deaths each year and, at least, seven million cases of acute and long term non-

fatal illness. The 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and several 

other reports from WHO warn about the harmful impacts of pesticides on biodiversity and 

people’s health, such as the rising number of cancers caused by the endocrine disruptors 

present in some pesticides. Consequently, a clear prohibition should be included regarding 

the use of pesticides proved to negatively impact on health. Regarding all those products 

that are not proven to be totally safe for people's health, the precautionary principle should 

be applied. 

 

Second, on article 22, FIAN is concerned about the perverse effect that trade agreements 

and oligopoly managed seeds commercialization, especially when peasants use their own 

seeds. We have received complaints regarding criminalization of use of seeds that are not 

patented or do not belong to those patented and commercialized by the industrial seed 

producers. Moreover, peasants’ food production has also been negatively affected by 

genetically modified seeds, which threaten and damage seeds diversity. Technologies, such 

as the terminator seeds, impede peasants to continue with the traditional reproduction of 

seeds that has been critical in maintaining food diversity and production during ages. 

 

We support the whole article and bear in mind that states have the obligation to respect, 

protect and fulfill the right of peasants to use, maintain, and develop their own seeds, and 

to save, store, transport, exchange, donate, sell, use and re-use farm-saved seeds, crops and 

propagating material.  

 

Finally, on article 24, we would like to emphasize on the relevance of a recognition of the 

right to water, which goes beyond the personal consumption and recognizes the right of 



 
 

peasants and other communities living in rural areas to water for farming, fishing, livestock 

keeping and to secure other water related livelihoods. In fact, without a broader scope of 

the right to water, peasants and other rights holders covered by the declaration would not 

be able to develop their activities so that they can maintain their livelihoods and live in 

dignity.  

 

 


