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1. Dear friends from all over the world and all walks of life. Dear members of the panel. 
2. Humankind is facing today one of its most important crossroads: how to most effectively face and 

overcome the challenge of hunger and malnutrition in all its forms?. Despite some advances in the 
reduction of acute and chronic infant and child malnutrition, more than 200 million children still 
suffer from undernutrition. At the same time, almost 2 billion women and children suffer from 
anemia and other forms of nutritional deficiencies. Many of them are dying as we talk. Most of the 
children surviving chronic malnutrition will grow to develop overweight and obesity, and related non 
communicable diseases (diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, cancer, among others). The DG of FAO, 
Mr Graziano, in his opening statement today, said that consensus was very tenuous among 
governments, and it was like a rubber band, if you stretch it too much, the rubber band snaps. For 
people who are dying and suffering the rubber band has already snapped.  It is unacceptable for 
humankind to continue to accept this suffering as if it were normal. 

3. Malnutrition doesn´t happen by accident. It is the result of political decisions and national and 
international public policies which do not have the guarantee of the human right to adequate food 
and nutrition as the central priority. It is the result of political decisions and national and 
international public policies that serve the interests of those who continue to profit while continuing 
to produce and reproduce hunger and malnutrition, contributing to increasing and unacceptable gap 
between the rich and the poor.  States both at national and international level have the obligation, 
under international human rights law to respect, protect and fulfill the human right to adequate food 
and nutrition for all.  Therefore, this suffering, imposed on our sisters and brothers represents 
violations of this right. Here again, the rubber band has already snapped.  It is unacceptable that the 
powerful in the world continue to sentence our children to death by malnutrition in a world of plenty 
and waste. 

4. The almost one billion people still facing hunger and the food price volatility crisis, associated with 
the financial crisis, demonstrated the failure of the free market led model of development in fulfilling 
its promise of eradicating hunger through the liberalization of the international agricultural trade. In 
reality this made It worse. But these policies, based on the neoliberal model, continue to be 
implemented.  Even in Europe and the USA, malnutrition in all its forms has gotten worse. 

5. At the same time, the present vertical hegemonic agriculture and food system continues to destroy 
the environment, livelihoods and earth, while leading to obesity and NCDS. Once more the rubber 
band has already snapped.  It is unacceptable that public money is still used to fund and support this 
predatory model. 

6. Violence against women, which limits their control over their lives and bodies, such as 
discrimination, exclusion from access to education and jobs, child marriage and adolescent 
pregnancy, has a relevant impact on the nutrition of all. Women´s protagonism to reverse this is 
central. As our peasant sisters from Colombia say, the sovereignty of a woman over her body, her 
territory, is a corner stone of food sovereignty and human dignity. Here the rubber band has never 
been whole. 



7. But things are changing. 
a. Civil society organizations have organized around food and nutrition 
b. The food sovereignty movement has grown in resistance since the 1980 
c. Pressure from the CSOs has led to changes in the governance mechanisms in FAO and CFs, 

towards more participative mechanisms. 
d. Societies are in an organized way demanding action from their governments 
e. Brazil, following the demands and with the support and participation of civil society has 

showed that it is possible to reduce inequality and reduce hunger with RTF based policies 
and with the participation of all sectors of civil society. 

f. Other countries are following the same path. 
8. This civil society meeting is historical. It is the first time the CSO constituencies working with FAO, 

WHO, and the CFS get together to discuss nutrition. This means bringing together social movements 
gathering peasants, small scale producers, fisherfolk, women, indigenous peoples, women, youth, 
pastoralists, landless, agricultural workers, urban poor, with NGOs, academics and nutritionists, 
among others. 

9. Thank the sponsors of the meeting for making it possible with public money  
10. We demand that our governments meet their international human rights law , and respect protect 

and fulfil the human right to adequate food and nutrition: 
a. For public policies that do not harm peoples’ rights 
b. For public policies that respect peoples´ sovereignty: 
c. Protect peoples’ rights against harmful initiatives by powerful acts, such as those of TNCS 
d. Promote and facilitate policies that guarantee the right to adequate food and nutrition. 

11. We thank the people who have resisted and given their lives, and dedicate this historical meeting to 
the memory of those children who died without getting to know that they had rights, and of those 
who gave their lives and struggle for us to have the rights that we have today. Let´s also thank to 
those which their untiring struggle, of every day, in their territories, the fields,, factories, streets, 
slums and cities continue to resist oppression and discrimination, and all forms of violence, to 
guarantee not only their rights but as well our collective rights, putting their lives on the line for a 
better and more just world.  

12. Let´s honor them not with a minute of silence, because they would not like us to be silent. Let´s 
honor them with a thundering round of applause. Together we can build another world. 

13. Another world is possible.   

---//--- 

 


